OUR PLEDGE TO PROTECT GOD’S PEOPLE
AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM FR. DAVID

Every parish, school, and Catholic institution in the United States is required to comply with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, set by the Unites States Conference of Catholic Bishops, or USCCB in 2002. Each diocese has interpreted and applied the requirements on its level.
All individuals of high school age and over who are regularly involved in ministry and service are expected to adhere to requirements that help to inform us of the reality of abuse, as well as protect each of us and the individuals who we serve. In 2023, the requirements were revised, so that it is no longer limited to those who have direct interaction with children. In addition, our safe environments awareness has expanded to include vulnerable adults. To see the safe environment requirements for our archdiocese, go to aod.org. Once in, click the “child protection” box. 
In the archdiocese, we use a program called Virtus to manage our safe environments requirements. Each individual creates a personal Virtus account with a password, in which the components of training, screening, and continuing education are tracked.	
If you already have an account and are involved in regular ministry, please check your account in Virtus to see if you are up to date in your requirements. If you need any help, please contact your parish office, and we will happily help you.
If you are in active ministry, and don’t have and account, you need to create a Virtus account.  You can go to the website, and set one up, or we can set it up for you. Again, contact the parish office for help.

Here is a summary of the requirements for all new and present clergy, employees, and all involved in regular ministry or service:

1)  They must participate a 2 to 3 hour Protecting God’s Children training course. It can be done in person or live zoom session. For all who did the PGC more than three years ago, they are to complete an online module with updated information. If you need help with this, we can set you up with a computer in either parish office.
2)   A background check (called I-Chat through the Michigan State Police) that is no more than 2 years old. This simply requires you to fill out of a single page form with a signature. You can stop by any parish or Catholic school office to get the form and fill it out on the spot. The appropriate office person runs the check. It is not necessary to refill out a form for future updated checks. 
3)  All must sign the archdiocesan pastoral code of conduct. This can be done within your Virtus account and does not expire.

 	I thank you for your willingness to help us as a Church to do our part to be informed, to protect ourselves, and keep God’s people safe, especially the most vulnerable.

Sincerely,
Father David Burgard
